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Colonial Militia and Minutemen 

  Britain had large 
numbers of well 
trained militia. 
Soldiers’ uniforms 
included bright red 
jackets. The colonists 
called the soldiers 
“redcoats”. 



The colonies did not have a central 
government, army, or navy. Each colony 
did have a small citizen army called the 

militia. Some members of the militia 
were ordinary citizens such as farmers, 
craftspeople, and businessmen. They 

were prepared to drop everything and 
become volunteers at a moment’s notice. 

They were called minutemen. 



• Fighting began in April  

• General Gage received secret orders to arrest 
Massachusetts’ troublemakers. Finds that Colonists 
had weapons stored in the nearby town of Concorde.  

• Boston patriots learned about the orders and flee 
the city. Joseph Warren, a Boston patriot, discovered 
Gage’s plan. He sent three carriers Paul Revere, 
William Dawes, Samuel Prescott to ride and warn the 
citizens. 

Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts 
1775 



• Lexington and Concord results : 

–20,000 Patriots surrounded Boston and 
prevented the almost 6,000 British troops, 
from crushing the rebellion. 

• In June 1775, Battle for control of two 
strategically important hills north of Boston: 
Breed’s Hill and Bunker Hill.  The British won 
the Battle of Bunker Hill, but victory came at a 
high cost.  Almost half of the British soldiers 
(nearly 1,100 of 2,400) were killed or 
wounded. Patriot casualties—fewer than 400. 



   Nearly 150 years later, an American poet, 
William Wadsworth Longfellow told the 
story (even though incorrect historically) 
of the famous ride referred to as  “The 
Mid-Night Ride of Paul Revere”. It was 

Samuel Prescott who made the famous 
ride not Paul Revere. 



   In May 1775, patriots Ethan Allen along with 
his militia “Green mountain Men” and 
Benedict Arnold led the siege of Fort 
Ticonderoga, a British post in New York.  They 
also captured nearby Crown Point.  These two 
victories supplied Americans with much 
needed artillery. 

Fort Ticonderoga, New York 
1775 



The Second Continental Congress – May 
1775 

• At first, few delegates wanted to break ties 
with Britain.  However, King George continued 
to ignore the colonists’ petitions.  He closed all 
American ports to overseas trade.  Support for 
American independence continued to grow.  
Even so, it is important to note that as many 
as one-third of the colonists remained loyal to 
Britain. 



• They called themselves loyalist.  The patriots 
called them Tories.  More than one-third of 
the colonists didn’t care one way or the other. 
The war depended upon the patriots who 
numbered less than one-third of the 
population. 

• In Philadelphia, on June 14, 1775, Congress 
established the Continental Army.  On June 
15, Virginia’s George Washington was made 
the army’s Commander in Chief. 



   Congress soon appointed 13 additional 
generals.  Fighting continued while Congress 
faced the major tasks of recruiting troops and 
paying for a war.  It had no power to tax.  It 
soon began to issue currency called 
Continental Dollars.  They became nearly 
worthless.  Congress received loans and gifts 
from wealthy citizens and from other nations, 
especially France, the Netherlands, and Spain.  
Benjamin Franklin represented America in 
France.  He played an important role in 
obtaining French troops and warships. 



• The remaining British troops were pinned down 
in Boston for the next nine months. In July 1775, 
George Washington arrived and, as newly named 
commanding general of the Patriot forces, 
worked to transform the militia groups into the 
Continental Army. 

• In March 1776, the British abandoned Boston. 
The British fleet moved the army to the Canadian 
city of Halifax, taking along some 1,000 Loyalists, 
or people who remained loyal to Great Britain.  
During the Revolution some Loyalists fled to 
England, the West Indies, or Canada.  Many 
others remained in the colonies. 

 



Strengths and Weaknesses 
The British Strengths 

• The British had a well-trained and 
equipped army, and the finest 
navy in the world.   

• The British also had assistance 
from  Loyalists, some African 
Americans, most Native 
Americans, and 30,000 
mercenaries—foreign soldiers 
who fight for pay.(Hessians –
German) 

• Weaknesses: The war was 
unpopular at home. Many British 
citizens resented paying taxes to 
fight the war   Additionally, British 
troops had to fight in hostile 
territories and did not adapt their 
tactics to conditions in America. 

The Americans Strengths 

• Patriot forces were fighting on their 
own territory. 

• Many officers were familiar with 
fighting tactics from the French and 
Indian War. 

• PASSION/CAUSE  over PAY.  

• Weaknesses: For much of the war, the 
Americans lacked a well-equipped and 
effective fighting force.  NON 
experienced soldiers. 

• LACK OF MONEY!!! 



War for Independence, 1775-1778  



American Expedition to Canada 1775 

   Britain had two colonies in Canada that 
remained loyal.  I fall 1775, Congress ordered 
troops to march into Canada to keep British 
forces from invading New York.  Benedict 
Arnold led a force toward Quebec, and 
Richard Montgomery led troops toward 
Montreal.  Montgomery was killed and Arnold 
wounded.  American forces were forced to 
retreat in spring of 1776. 



Howe’s Return from Canada 

• Just days before the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence, Howe returned from Halifax 
and New York City.  With new reinforcements, 
he quickly drove patriots out of Brooklyn 
heights and New York City.  Nathan Hale, a 
patriot and young Connecticut schoolteacher, 
was spying behind enemy lines.  He was 
caught and hanged.  He is last words were, “I 
regret I have but one life to lose for my 
country.” 



Trenton and Princeton, New Jersey 1776 
• After losing New York City, in the Siege of Long 

Island, Washington’s troops with drew to New 
Jersey.   

• General Cornwallis attacked them. Fearing for 
their safety, the Continental Congress fled 
Philadelphia. Lacking adequate financial support, 
supplies, and experienced troops, George 
Washington had to be innovative. He abandoned 
the army tradition of not fighting during winter 
and led his troops across the Delaware River on 
Christmas night.  



• American troops landed in New Jersey and 
surprised about 1,400 mercenaries—called 
Hessians  

• The battle that followed was called the Battle of 
Trenton, in which nearly the entire Hessian force 
was captured and the Americans suffered only 
five casualties. 

 Cornwallis marched toward Trenton.  Washington’s 
troops secretly slipped past the British and 
attacked on January 3 at Princeton.  The 
American’s were victorious.  Washington then 
moved his troops to winter headquarters in 
Morristown, New York. 



Brandywine Creek and Germantown, 
Pennsylvania 

• The two armies clashed again on 
September 11, 1777, at Brandywine Creek 
in southern Pennsylvania.  British forces 
were victorious and occupied Philadelphia.  
The Continental Congress fled to New York.  
On October 4, 1777, Washington struck 
back at Germantown.  Again the Americans 

had to retreat. 



• Despite the increasing Patriot numbers and 
the victories in New Jersey, the Patriots still 
suffered defeats.  British General Howe was 
advancing to capture Philadelphia, and 
another British army, led by General John 
Burgoyne, was attempting to cut off New 
England from the rest of the colonies. 

 



Saratoga, New York 1777 

• In July 1777, British General John Burgoyne 
led troops toward New York from Canada.  As 
Burgoyne moved south, patriots destroyed 
bridges, and cut down trees to block his 
advance.  From behind trees and bushes, 
riflemen shot the redcoats.  Burgoyne finally 
began to retreat, but it was to late. 



• The patriots surrounded him at Saratoga.  On 
October 17, he surrended to the American 
Army.  The Battle of Saratoga, New York, was 
the turning point of the war.  The Americans 
captured the whole army of General Burgoyne.  
The Americans took supplies, arms, and nearly 
6000 prisoners.  After the great victory at 
Saratoga, The American victory at Saratoga 
brought a foreign power to aid the American 
cause.  France openly entered the war on the 
side of the Americans, followed by Spain and 
the Netherlands. These alliances provided 
the Americans with much needed supplies, 
troops, and a navy. In addition, Britain now 
had to defend itself in Europe. 
 



American Hardships 

• A major source of hardship for Washington’s army was the lack of financial 
support from the Continental Congress.  The Congress had very little real 
power.  Congress could ask the states to provide troops, money, and supplies, 
but without taxation power, it could not force them to do so. 

• The civilians suffered hardships too.  During the war, the British navy 
blockaded, or cut off from outside contact, the Atlantic Coast, which severely 
disrupted American trade. 

• Necessities were scarce.  A few colonists took advantage of these shortages by 
profiteering, or selling scarce items at unreasonably high prices.  Washington 
suggested that profiteers should be hanged. 

• Even when goods were available, it was not always possible to buy them. 
Inflation, a steady increase in prices over time, reduced people’s ability to buy 
goods. In Massachusetts, for example, the price of a bushel of corn rose from 
less than $1 in 1777 to almost $80 in 1779. 



Fighting At Sea 

Americans had almost no Navy, but in 
1778, John Paul Jones on board his ship, 

The Bonhomme Richard, managed to 
overtake the British ship Serapis. 



Yorktown, Virginia 
Sept. – Oct. 1781 

The last major battle of the war was fought at 
Yorktown.  French (waited off the shore of VA) 

and American(under Washington)forces 
trapped Cornwallis on land and by sea. British 

soldiers surrendered on October 19, 1781.  
Fighting dragged on in some areas for two 
more years.  Britain suffered great financial 

losses, and was afraid of losing other parts of 
its empire.  It began peace talks in 1782. 



The Treaty of Paris 1783 

• Peace talks began in Paris in 1782.  Richard 
Oswald, a wealthy British merchant, 
represented Britain.  Benjamin Franklin, John 
Adams, and John Jay represented the new 
Unite States.  A treaty was agreed upon on 
November 30, 1783.   



• The Treaty of Paris (1783) contained these major provisions: 

– Great Britain recognized the independence of the United States of 
America. 

– The northern border between the United States and Canada was set 
from New England to the Mississippi River, primarily along the Great 
Lakes. 

– The Mississippi River was set as the border between the United States 
and Spanish territory to the West.  Navigation on the river was open to 
American and British citizens. 

– Florida, which Britain had gained from the Spanish, was returned to 
Spain. 

– Britain agreed to withdraw its remaining troops from United States 
territory. 

– The Congress pledged to recommend to the states that the rights and 
property of American Loyalists be restored and that no future action 
be taken against them. 

 


